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The United Nations secretary general, Antonio Guterres, issued a stark
warning at the recent COP27 summit that the world was losing its fight
against climate change.

“The global addiction to fossil fuels must end and a renewables revo-
lution jumpstarted! We are in the fight of our lives, and we are losing.
Greenhouse gas emissions keep growing, global temperatures keep
rising, and our planet is fast approaching tipping points that will make
climate chaos irreversible. We are on a highway to climate hell with
our foot still on the accelerator.”

UN News, 18 September 2022

Speaking at the 15th summit on biodiversity (COP15) Guterres said:

“Humanity has become a weapon of mass extinction. Governments
must end the orgy of destruction. Our land, water and air are poi-
soned by chemicals and pesticides, and choked with plastics ... The
most important lesson we impart to children is to take responsibility
for their actions. What example are we setting when we ourselves
are failing this basic test? Multinational corporations are filling their
bank accounts while emptying our world of its natural gifts and mak-
ing ecosystems playthings of profit. We must recognise the rights of
indigenous peoples and local communities as stewards of nature. The
deluded dreams of billionaires aside, there is no Planet B.”

UN News, 6 December 2022

NO to oil and gas
£S to rare wildlife and a he:

According to its own statements, the Canadian-based company Recon-
Africa Limited plans to explore the so-called Kavango Basin and, in the
case of a promising discovery, to extract oil and/or gas mainly from shale
layers in the licensed area in Namibian and Botswana for a period of at
least 25 years.
https://reconafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/ReconAfrica-Investor-Presentation-6.pdf

The rural areas targeted for oil and gas exploration and development in
Namibia, Kavango East and West, are inhabited by indigenous San Peo-
ples and local communities. Women and girls in these communities are
already marginalised and suffer from multiple, intersecting forms of dis-
crimination. Oil and gas extraction will only exacerbate these vulnerabili-
ties, through both its local and global impacts.

Locally, oil and gas production - particularly through unconventional
methods, like fracking - could lead to depletion and contamination of
scarce local water sources and other forms of pollution, health hazards,
displacement and disruption of local livelihoods and food security, and
potential introduction of social conflict and disease, among other poten-
tial impacts.

Globally, the production of oil and/or gas in Namibia will lead inevitably
to increased greenhouse gas emissions from the burning of those fos-
sil fuels, exacerbating climate change which disproportionately harms
women, particularly rural women.
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